Introduction

44
China is the largest country in terms of population and is amongst the most flood-prone 
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In this study, separated rainfall events were defined using the conceptual and Stations with missing data of > 1% of the total rainfall data were excluded from the 181 analysis. Therefore, hourly rainfall data at 1876 stations were analyzed in this study.
182
The missing data were processed based on the procedure by Zhang et al. (2018a) .
183
Rainfall values of < 0.1 mm/h were replaced with zero (Gaal et al., 2014) . The spatial 184 patterns of stations included into/excluded from the analysis of this study were 185 illustrated in Fig. 3 
Spatiotemporal variations of flood frequency
287
The occurrence rates of flood events were evaluated in seven sub-regions of China 288 subdivided based on their geographical divisions (Fig. 6) 
